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Strategy & Organisation Development 

Strategic Plan 
The School opened the academic year with a re-statement of 
its strategic priorities aligned with the University’s strategic 
plan.  The School Strategic Plan (A World Class Medical School 
within Ireland’s Global University) was formally published and 
distributed to staff across all our sites.   

Quality Review 
Under the direction of Prof Walter Cullen, the School 
undertook a major Quality Review as required under the 
University Quality Assurance systems.  The Review Group 
identified a number of commendations, in particular: 

 School leadership & strategy implementation 
 Commitment of faculty & staff 
 Continuous cycle of curricula development 
 Strategic leadership by Associate Dean for P&EI 
 Strategic leadership by Associate Dean for R,I&I 
 Effective engagement with Clinical Affiliates 

 
Key recommendations for future improvement include: 

 Relationships with associated Research Institutes 
 Recruitment strategy that balances teaching and research 

requirements  
 Dedicated School-level strategy to tackle inequalities in 

gender representation at senior levels. 
 Specific supports for special lecturers / clinical tutors 
 Review of space allocation across School 
 Investment strategy to improve/expand student facilities  
 Structured pathway for doctoral (MD and PhD) students 
 Prioritise research themes based on performance metrics 
 Continued promotion of research in medical education 
 Research partnerships with U21 or other higher-ranking 

Universities in areas of mutual expertise. 
 
We welcome the observations by the Review Team and are 
developing an implementation plan to address their 
recommendations and build on their commendations.   

Our BSc in Radiography programme was formally accredited 
by CORU, the Irish healthcare professionals regulatory body. 

Changes to School Leadership Roles 
Our Associate Deans for Programmes & Educational 
Development (Prof Jason Last) and for Research, Innovation 
& Impact (Prof Patrick Mallon) have both completed highly 
successful terms of office. Both colleagues have developed 
detailed strategic plans in their respective areas and have 
advanced major programmes of activity across the School.  
Replacement appointments will be made during the coming 
academic year.  The School has appointed Prof Louise 
Rainford as Associate Dean for Radiography while Prof 
Amanda McCann and Dr Jonathan McNulty have assumed 
roles of Head of Subject for Pathology & Radiography 
respectively.   

International Subject Rankings 
We were delighted to note that UCD had been ranked within 
the Top 100 in the Times Higher Education (THE) subject 
rankings coming in at No.99 in the Preclinical, Clinical and 
Health Sciences rankings. This is the first time any Irish 
medical school has featured in the THE Top 100.   

While University rankings are increasingly important in 
international student recruitment and all Irish Universities 
have seen a fall in recent years, we remain focused on pursuit 
of excellence in teaching and research and trust that ranking 
success will follow.  Our Dean is quick to acknowledge the 
contributions of other UCD Schools including Nursing, Public 
Health, Physiotherapy, Chemistry, Physics and Biomolecular 
& Biomedical Science to this achievement. 

New School Name 
Although a relatively minor change, the re-naming of the 
School to UCD School of Medicine (removing ‘and Medical 
Science’) reflects the full integration of biomedical sciences, 
radiography and emergency medical science programmes 
and groups within our School.  

This summary document profiles developments and 
achievements across the School in the areas of: 

 Programme Development & Educational Innovation 
 International Relationships 
 Research, Innovation & Impact 
 Student, Staff & Alumni News 
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Programme Development & Educational Innovation 

Curriculum Development 
At a programmatic level, Prof Stuart Bund has led a 
consultation across the School as part of a University-wide 
Programme Enhancement initiative.  In our Medicine degrees 
programme, we have undertaken a significant 
reconfiguration of the ‘Clinical 1’ component as part of our 
ongoing curriculum development. The redesigned Medicine 
Clinical 1 plan introduces two new 10-credit modules 
addressing Clinical Skills and Therapeutics, Clinical Diagnosis 
& Evidence-based Medicine.  The new integrated theory and 
clinical skills education also addresses a number of logistics 
issues associated with the complex arrangements of student 
clinical attachments. The programme modifications also 
place more emphasis on small group skills teaching and on 
reducing large group teaching.   

Clinical Relevance of Our Education 
Director of Clinical Education, Assoc. Prof Suzanne Donnelly 
has grown the School’s highly lauded Patient Educator 
initiative across several modules.  This patient-centred 
education initiative is designed to support our students 
develop their professional examination skills.  Suzanne has 
led the development of a student guide that highlights the 
challenges, opportunities and expectations of learning in the 
clinical environment.  She has also completed a research 
project commissioned by the Medical Council of Ireland 
which examines the education and training needs of 
international medical graduates.  This research will inform 
Safe Start, the Medical Council's registration support 
programme for doctors entering practice in Ireland. 

New Programme Offerings 
Our staff have developed a series of new graduate taught 
programmes exploiting expertise within the School to 
address continuous professional development opportunities.   

Building on 20 years of risk and quality management training, 
the UCD Forensic & Legal Medicine Group has introduced a 
new Professional Certificate in Medico-legal Aspects of 
Healthcare. 

The UCD Radiography & Diagnostic Imaging group has 
developed a Masters in Child Welfare & Protection in 
conjunction with the Schools of Nursing, Midwifery & Health 
Systems and Social Policy, Social Work & Social Justice.  
Substantially delivered online and with a range of graduate & 
professional certificates and diplomas exit points, the course 
is designed for those who work with children and families in 
the health, social work, education, criminal justice, Gardaí, 
social care, probation, voluntary and community fields.   

The School has introduced a new University Diploma in 
Military Medical Care programme with 23 members of the 
Irish Defence Forces enrolling in 2016/2017 on this intensive 
one year programme which will equip graduates to undertake 
the demanding role of Combat Medical Technician. 

UCD Radiography & Diagnostic Imaging have introduced an 
online programme (SafeCT) which supports continuous 
professional development of radiographers, radiation 
therapists and radiologists working with Computed 
Tomography.  The group has further expanded their 
extensive GT and CPD portfolio by developing an Italian 
language version having previously developed CPD offerings 
in Portuguese in partnership with the University of Porto.   

The UCD Radiography & Diagnostic Imaging group also 
hosted Summer Schools in MRI and CT imaging modalities 
and co-hosted a highly successful Ultrasound Study Day in 
partnership with British Medical Ultrasound Society. The 
masterclass programme was very well received and attracted 
over 200 delegates from all over Ireland and the United 
Kingdom. As a result of technological advancements, 
ultrasound is playing an increasing role in the diagnosis and 
management of many gynaecological conditions. 

e-Learning Resources 
Dr Sally Ann Lynch and Dr Jillian Casey (National Centre for 
Medical Genetics) have localised their series of short 
animated educational videos on understanding genetics with 
French, Italian, Maltese, Spanish and Portuguese language 
versions.   

The UCD Surgery & Surgical Specialties group at the Mater 
has developed a series of short educational videos and Grand 
Rounds lectures by local and international guest presenters.   

The UCD Clinical Research Centre has introduced an online 
version of its Graduate Certificate in Clinical Research which, 
in partnership with ICON plc, has enrolled 38 students from 
19 countries in its first intake with plans for two intakes per 
annum on an ongoing basis.  

Recognising the increasing prevalence of online programmes, 
the School's Education Technology Team have been 
showcasing a number of e-learning projects across the School 
to demonstrate the utility of both the technology and the 
School’s growing expertise in the area. 
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International Relations 

National Engagement 
The School hosted the first joint AUDGPI/ICGP annual 
scientific meeting ('Enhancing General Practice to Enhance 
Patient Care') featuring sessions on prescribing and 
management, chronic disease, opioids, prevention, 
innovation, and education and training. It attracted delegates 
from all university departments of general practice across the 
island of Ireland as well as a broad representation of 
practicing GP’s from Ireland and abroad. 

Prof Carel Le Roux presented the 55th Robert Graves Lecture 
at the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland.  Prof Le Roux 
addressed recent developments in bariatric surgery as 
potential treatment of obesity.  UCD Centre for Emergency 
Medical Science held a highly successful national research 
meeting of emergency medical science practitioners.  SVUH 
held the 5th Annual Head & Neck Surgical/Oncology 
Conference and the Midlands Regional Hospital in Mullingar 
held the 5th Annual Medical Problems in Pregnancy 
symposium.  The UCD Intern Training Network held a highly 
successful Interns Study Day in collaboration with the Royal 
Academy of Medicine in Ireland which was attended by the 
Minister for Health, Dr Leo Varadkar T.D.  The 6th Annual 
Computational Biology & Innovation Symposium was held in 
UCD Conway in December 2015 and the Annual International 
Scientific Meeting of the Centre for Colorectal Disease was 
held at SVUH. 

Global Engagement 

我們歡迎來自深圳大學17名學生誰加入了我們在都柏林
為他們的主人在臨床與轉化研究的第二年。 
We were delighted to welcome 17 students from Shenzhen 
University who joined us in Dublin for the second year of their 
Masters in Clinical and Translational Research and who were 
conferred at our first graduation ceremony in China.  A 
further 11 students commenced first year of the programme 
in Shenzhen. 

The School was strongly represented the 2016 European 
Congress of Radiology in Vienna, Europe's largest medical 
conference with staff, students and alumni giving numerous 
oral and poster presentations as well as co-chairing sessions.  
A number of Medicine and Radiography students presented 
their findings of their undergraduate research projects at this 
meeting. 

The School partnered with Harvard Medical School to bring 
the ‘Introduction to the Practice of American Medicine’ 
workshop to Dublin.  This two-day program capitalises on the 
expertise of Harvard faculty directly involved in educating 

medical trainees to provide unique insights into the process 
of an American medical training program application process. 

Five of our students travelled to Descartes University in Paris 
over the summer as part of a reciprocal programme of 
student electives in Paediatrics, Surgery and Obstetrics-
Gynaecology. This programme offers students a unique 
opportunity to experience the practice of medicine in a 
different medical system, which can be invaluable in their 
future studies and careers. 

Reflecting their leadership in European Radiography, there 
was a strong UCD Radiography & Diagnostic Imaging 
presence at the PiDRL Workshop focussed upon European 
Diagnostic Reference Levels for Paediatric Imaging in Lisbon. 

Our Global Health Research (gHealth) group won a Grand 
Challenges Explorations prize awarded by the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation.  Drs. Joe Gallagher, Chris Watson and 
Richard Drew will pursue an innovative global health and 
development research project, titled “BIOTOPE” - 
BIOmarkers TO diagnose PnEumonia. 

We were delighted to welcome Dr Beatrice Mwagomba 
(Malawi Ministry of Health) who presented a guest lecture on 
‘The Rising Tide of Non-Communicable Diseases in Africa’.  
The School hosted the 5th Annual U21 United Nations 
Development Goals workshop and held a week of events to 
promote Sustainable Development Goals awareness.  

UCD Malaysia News 
Dr Ew Ju Vern was awarded first place in the final 
examinations at Penang Medical College in the 2016 
Medicine Conferrings.  The perennial award-winning student 
adds the overall first place in the UCD / RCSI Final 
Examinations to her extensive collection of prize and medals 
awarded during her studies at UCD and in Penang.  

Prof Amir Khir (President and Dean, Penang Medical College) 
was conferred with the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Medicine honoris causa by the National University of Ireland 
at the 16th PMC Convocation Ceremony.  Professor Khir 
received the DMed in recognition of his contribution to 
medical education and his role in the successful development 
of Penang Medical College since its foundation twenty years 
ago.  Professor Khir was the Foundation Professor of 
Medicine at PMC, where he was elected Dean in 2004 and 
was both President and Dean from 2013 - 2016. 

The Board of Penang Medical College (PMC) have appointed 
Professor Stephen Doughty as its fourth president. Prof 
Doughty will move to PMC from his current position in 
September 2016 succeeding Professor Amir Khir.   
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Future Development Opportunities 
The School has entered into exploratory discussions with 
Thomson Medical Ltd (Singapore) to assess the feasibility of 
establishing a new health sciences training and education 
facility in Johor Bahru, Malaysia. The School was approached 
by the Singaporean group who recognise our international 
reputation and experience in medical education in Malaysia. 
The Thomson group are leading the development of a major 
new purpose-built integrated healthcare development which 
will comprise a 500-bed general hospital, specialist hospital 
and community care facilities in the Singaporean Straits.  

Community & Society 

Societal Engagement 
Researchers in the Biomedical Proteomics group hosted a 
Patient Open Evening with colleagues from St Luke's Institute 
for Cancer Research.  Patients with prostate cancer who 
support the research efforts of clinicians at St Luke’s Hospital, 
Rathgar and scientists in UCD Conway Institute had an 
opportunity to take a look at the research laboratories and 
learn first-hand of the progress so far in research projects.  
Our Translational Oncology Research Group also held a highly 
successful patient engagement forum entitled ‘Gathering 
around Cancer’.  

Our Prostate Cancer Research group hosted Prof Richard 
Ablin (University of Arizona), discoverer of prostate-specific 
antigen (PSA), who has become an outspoken critic of the 
widespread use of PSA in prostate cancer screening. 

The School was delighted to welcome world renowned 
neurosurgeon and acclaimed author, Professor Henry Marsh 
who presented at Surgical Grand Rounds in the Mater 
Misericordiae University Hospital.  

As part of the European HIV and Hepatitis Testing week, the 
UCD HIV Molecular Research Group and HIV Ireland designed 
coffee cup ‘sleeves’ to highlight this important health 
information week and to encourage people in Dublin to get a 
HIV test.  Over 10,000 coffee cup sleeves promoting HIV 
testing were distributed to coffee shops throughout Dublin 
city to maximise their message which was endorsed by a 
number of national celebrities through social media channels. 

The UCD Centre for Emergency Medical Science donated a 
cardiac defibrillator and four training units to the Irish mission 
to Sierra Leone enabling over 130 emergency response 
personnel to be trained in Basic Life Support / Automated 
External Defibrillator (BLS/AED) over a period of two months. 

Mater Operating Theatres 
The now decommissioned original Mater Misericordiae 
University Hospital operating theatres were host to several 
international surgical training courses which took place 
throughout the year including two international training 
programmes under the auspices of the European Society of 
Coloproctology and the Association of Coloproctology of 
Great Britain & Ireland. 

Alumnus and artist, Dr Laura Doherty created a 1916 
Commemoration Calendar featuring original portraits of the 
leaders of the Rising while the Mater Hospital featured a 
number of art exhibitions as part of their commemorations.  
Meanwhile the UCD Digital Library launched the Kevin Barry 
Collection comprising digitised historical records relating to 
the UCD Medicine student who was executed in 1920 for his 
part in the War of Independence.  

Social Media & Medical Education 
In a Universitas 21 Health Sciences initiative, Prof Jason Last 
and Prof Kendall Ho (University of British Columbia) have co-
authored a framework document on ‘The Use of Social Media 
in Health Professional Education’.   

We were delighted to welcome Dr Joel Topf, clinical 
nephrologist from Detroit, Michigan who gave an insightful 
presentation on ‘Social Media and the Challenge of Digital 
Mentorship’.  Better known as @kidney_boy, Dr Topf is a 
leading and enthusiastic early adopter of social media 
technology and is the SoMe face of nephrology through his 
internationally renowned @NephJC twitter journal club. 
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Research, Innovation & Impact 

Research Funding 
Despite a challenging research funding environment, the 
School has continued to generate substantial research 
income from a variety of Irish and international funding 
sources.  A total of €15.7M of external research funding has 
been generated during the academic year 2015/2016 with 
funding from Science Foundation Ireland (37%), Industry 
(19%), the European Commission (14%), Health Research 
Board (11%), and from Irish philanthropy (15%).  This 
represents a decline of 6% in grant funding compared with 
the previous academic year although the number of projects 
awarded has increased by 16%.  Although a larger number of 
smaller grants could provide a more diversified funding base, 
the average %overhead has also declined from 23% to 17%.   

European Funding Success 
Our investigators were awarded in total approximately €2.0M 
of research funding from the European Commission during 
2015/2016 through a number of multi-investigator and 
individual fellowship awards to Prof Boris Kholodenko, Dr 
David Gomez, Prof Catherine Godson, Dr Virginie Gautier, 
Prof Walter Cullen and Dr Ciara Murphy.  Our researchers also 
secured €5M of funding from Science Foundation Ireland 
with partnership and investigator awards to Prof Catherine 
Godson, Prof Carel Le Roux, Prof Martin Steinhoff, Prof 
William Watson and Dr Eoin Cummins. 

Under the Marie Curie Re-Integration Fellowship scheme, Dr 
Ciara Murphy secured €175,866 for a two year research 
project entitled ‘Local delivery of PTH (1-34) from an 
injectable collagen-hydroxyapatite scaffold for non-invasive 
treatment of bisphosphonate associated atypical femoral 
fracture’. Dr Robin Feeney has also secured a two year 
fellowship worth €175,866 for a research project entitled ‘an 
integrative analysis of shifting trends in dental traits in human 
populations from Neolithic to Iron Age’.  Further Marie Curie 
Fellowship awards were made to Dr Cliodhna O'Connor (Prof 
Fiona McNicholas Group) whose application was ranked 1st 
among the 3,000+ applications considered and to Dr Jan 
Klimas (PI: Prof Walter Cullen) who is currently based at the 
University of British Columbia where his research focuses on 
psychosocial interventions in opioid substitution treatment in  

UCD Conway Institute Director, Prof Walter Kolch leads an EU 
Marie Sklodowska-Curie COFUND international training and 
career development fellowship programme in personalised 
medicine, TOPMed10. The €2.1M award, cofunded by the EU, 
enables UCD train and develop a new generation of scientists 
and clinicians with the interdisciplinary expertise necessary to 
become leaders in this area. 

Irish Funding Success 
Two of our investigators were among the four SFI research 
awards to UCD in the area of Health and Medicine.  The 
successful grant applications included 

o ‘Development of a clinical test to predict whether breast 
and prostate cancer tumours are likely to return after 
surgery’ [Co-PIs: Prof William Gallagher, UCD School of 
Biomolecular & Biomedical Science and Prof William 
Watson, UCD School of Medicine]  

o ‘Identification of biomarkers for personalized, cost-
effective treatment of chronic kidney disease’ [PI: Prof 
Catherine Godson, UCD School of Medicine] 

Other major award from Irish Research Funding Agencies 
included: 

o Professor Carel Le Roux: €349,999 from Health Research 
Board (HRB) for project entitled ‘Translational Analyses of 
Ingestive Behavior After Gastric Bypass’ 

o Professor Catherine Godson: €1,171,485 from Science 
Foundation Ireland (SFI) for project entitled ‘Discovery of 
an integrated risk profile for chronic kidney disease and 
development of a clinical biomarker panel for 
personalising medicine’ 

o Professor Cormac Taylor with Dr Bettina Schaible: 
€91,784 from Irish Research Council (IRC) for project 
entitled ‘Impact of hypoxia on bacterial virulence’ 

o Prof Fionnuala McAuliffe as co-PI received €191,894 from 
Health Research Board as part of the Mother and baby 
clinical trials network for a research programme entitled 
‘A multicentre randomized-controlled trial of low dose 
aspirin with an early screening test for pre-eclampsia in 
low risk women: results of the TEST Study’. 

Integrated Clinical Scientist PhD Programme 
There have been a number of major multi-investigator 
awards including a Wellcome Trust/SFI/HRB joint award 
which will support a minimum of six outstanding medical 
graduates per year to undertake structured, integrated 
Clinical Scientist training, incorporating PhD and specialist 
clinical training.  One of only seven awards made across the 
UK and Ireland, the €13 million programme involves 
collaboration with NUIG, QUB, TCD, RCSI and UCC.  It will 
build a cohort of research-active clinician scientists and is 
being led in UCD by Prof Patrick Mallon, Associate Dean for 
Research, Innovation & Impact.   

Research Funding from Industry 
Prof Patrick Mallon has also secured major industry funding 
for a UCD-led multi-centre sub-study within a large 
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international clinical trial exploring the impact of HIV and 
antiretroviral therapy on platelet function. The HIV Molecular 
Research Group also secured NIH funding as part of a $2.3M 
four year international research collaboration led by the 
University of Minnesota. The project entitled 'Sleep, Aging 
and HIV Infection Cohort Study' involves researchers from 
both UCD, University of Minnesota as well as the Brigham and 
Women's Hospital, Boston and Imperial College London. 

Prof Glen Doherty (Centre for Colorectal Disease, St Vincent’s 
University Hospital) was awarded €260K of industry funding 
for a clinical study to optimise the dose of Golimumab in the 
treatment of colitis.  Dr Peter Doran (UCD Clinical Research 
Centre) has generated over €386K of external funding to 
support the UCD Clinical Research Centre (CRC) and its 
participation in the HRB-funded Clinical Research 
Coordination Ireland initiative.  The ongoing collaboration 
between the CRC and Abbott Diagnostics generated income 
of €359K for the UCD-Abbott Core Biomarker Laboratory as 
well as the addition of a new i200SR Immunoassay Analyser 
worth approximately €500K.  Ongoing clinical trial activity 
managed through the CRC during the year included 139 
studies, with 117 of these active studies conducted across 
MMUH, SVUH and other affiliated sites. 

Our Obesity researchers and colleagues in University of Ulster 
and Florida State University were awarded €2.5 million to 
investigate the effectiveness of gastric bypass surgery under 
the US-Ireland Research and Development Partnership grant 
programme.  The research will specifically aim to identify 
whether long term weight loss from gastric bypass or 
bariatric surgery is due solely to changes in appetite and food 
choices or if it is also associated with changes in metabolic 
rate following surgery.  

The UCD Centre for Emergency Medical Science was awarded 
€80,000 for Irish Community Rapid Response in support of a 
study examining GP’s responding to cardiac arrests in the 
community. 

EU Collaboration in Hepatitis C Treatment 
Prof Walter Cullen and Prof Jack Lambert have been awarded 
funding from the European Commission for HepCare Europe, 
a multi-country collaboration which aims to improve the 
efficacy of Hepatitis C treatment through innovative 
community care pathway for people at risk.  The four country 
initiative which seeks to reduce the morbidity and mortality 
related to Hepatitis C.   

International Research Conferences 
Our academic staff participate strongly in international 
research and during the academic year hosted five high 
profile international conferences in Dublin in the inaugural 

Venous Thromboembolism (VTE 2015), Matrix Biology 
Ireland and the India-Ireland Metabolic Medicine meeting 
hosted by the UCD Diabetes Complications Research Centre 
in additional to regular annual research meetings.  

The UCD Charles Institute held a major international 
conference on the ‘Future of Dermatology’ attracting a large 
and distinguished audience including Prof Stephen Katz, Prof 
Emma Guttman-Yassky, and Prof Masayuki Amagi.  The two-
day symposium was attended by an international audience of 
some 200 people and offered a programme covered a range 
of topics including Psoriasis, Role of skin barrier in atopic 
dermatitis, Presence and future of gene therapy in 
dermatological disease. It is hoped that this symposium will 
become a biannual event hosted by UCD Charles Institute. 

Led by Professor Donal Buggy, UCD Professor of Anaesthesia, 
the Irish National Congress of Anaesthesia 2016 meeting 
attracted a large number of international delegates as well as 
anaesthetists across Ireland, North and South. 

The Department of Pathology at SVUH hosted the 8th Joint 
Meeting of the British Division of the International Academy 
of Pathology and the Pathological Society of Great Britain & 
Ireland.   The Dublin Pathology 2015 event featured poster 
presentations from a number of our students.  Prof Paul 
McLoughlin hosted Physiology 2016, a joint conference of the 
Physiological Society and the American Physiological Society. 

Research Publications 
There has been strong research publication output with over 
885 publications in over 200 peer reviewed journals including 
Nature, Lancet, British Medical Journal, American Journal of 
Obstetrics & Gynaecology, Journal of Immunology, New 
England Journal of Medicine, Journal of Biological Chemistry, 
Blood, Cell Metabolism, Journal of Crohn’s and Colitis, 
American & European Journals of Human Genetics, Journal of 
the American Medical Association and JAMA Surgery, and the 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (US).  
Approximately 50% of publications feature international 
research collaborators.  

Research Impact 
In terms of impact, our investigators have identified a new 
intellectual disability syndrome arising from a single gene 
alteration which not only expands the clinical spectrum of 
that mutation but also reveals a complex correlation between 
the mutant enzyme and phenotype severity which is 
associated with sudden adult death.  The UCD Centre for Rare 
Disease researchers also identified a novel genetic mutation 
that causes a lethal skeletal dysplasia and provided significant 
understanding of the underlying molecular mechanisms of 
this fatal foetal abnormality.  The group has also undertaken 
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a review of clinical genetics services across Europe and have 
highlighted poor resourcing in Ireland in terms of clinical 
service and genetics research. 

Researchers at the UCD Centre for Human Reproduction have 
demonstrated a significant improvement in the diagnosis of 
gestational diabetes mellitus through strict pre-analytical 
sample handling.  Their findings suggest that the incidence of 
GDM is significantly under reported with serious clinical 
consequences. 

The UCD perinatal research group, PI Prof Fionnuala 
McAuliffe, published data that showed that mothers nutrition 
in pregnancy, in particular sugar (low glycaemic index diet) 
and saturated fat content is associated with overweight 
measures in her child and also launched a large clinical study 
examining the impact of a low glycaemic index diet, exercise 
supported with a specifically designed smart phone app 
support on the risk of gestational diabetes in pregnancy, the 
PEARS study.    

UCD obesity researchers have also taken part in an 
international study which has concluded that the immune 
system plays a major role in the regulation of body weight 
and that it may contribute up to 40% of our body’s ability to 
regulate weight.   

A double-blind randomised controlled trial reported in the 
Lancet has called into question the routine use of 
erythropoietin (EPO) treatment of patients with traumatic 
brain injury.  The international research study carried out in 
more than 600 patients across seven countries was led by 
Professor Alistair Nichol, UCD Professor of Critical Care 
Medicine at St Vincent’s University Hospital and Co-chair of 
the Study Management Committee based in Melbourne 
Australia.  The group has concluded that erythropoietin does 
not improve functional outcome.  

Prof Gerry Wilson's group has identified a new protein 
(C5orf30) which regulates the severity of tissue damage 
caused by rheumatoid arthritis, an autoimmune disease that 
causes inflammation, pain, stiffness and damage to the joints 
of the feet, hips, knees, and hands. The research in 
conjunction with the University of Sheffield analysed DNA 
samples and biopsy samples from joints of over 1,000 
patients with rheumatoid arthritis in the United Kingdom and 
Ireland. 

Prof Sabine Koelle's research group have described an ex vivo 
model to investigate the impact of sexually transmitted 
Chlamydia pathogens on oviduct-sperm interaction.  The UCD 
Anatomy group study factors impacting upon animal and 
human fertility and published details of their experiments in 

Nature's Scientific Reports.  In the reported study, sperm 
interactions, particle transport speed (PTS) and cilia beat 
frequency (CBF) in the ampulla were investigated following 
exposure to lipopolysaccharide (LPS), a constituent of the 
sexually transmitted pathogens Chlamydia trachomatis and 
Chlamydia abortus. 

UCD researchers investigating the role of the hypoxia-
responsive HIF pathway in regulating cranial neural crest cell 
production during chick embryo development find that, upon 
embryo culture under normoxia, fewer CNCCs emerge from 
the neural tube; this phenotype can be rescued upon drug-
induced activation of the HIF-1α pathway. These findings 
highlight the importance of the hypoxic environment for 
normal cranial development and imply that the initiation of 
blood circulation might have broad developmental 
consequences related to oxygen availability and HIF 
signalling.  The paper was selected by Development editors 
for profiling based on its originality. Senior author Dr Nobue 
Itasaki credits the supportive research environment at UCD 
with the success of this research. She notes that two of the 
others were MSc students and the fourth was an SSRA 
student. 

UCD Anatomy and colleagues at the Mater Misericordiae 
University Hospital have developed a 3D printed, colour-
coded heart model to aid them in the preparation and 
performance of a complex heart transplant surgery.  The 41-
year-old patient suffered from multiple heart anomalies 
leading to end stage heart failure including right atrial 
isomerism, dextrocardia, left inferior and superior vena cava 
to a single atrium, single ventricle with right ventricular 
morphology, double outlet right ventricle with transposition 
of the great vessels and total anomalous pulmonary venous 
drainage to the superior vena cava.  This project showed the 
utility of 3D technology and anatomic study to advanced 
surgical planning. 
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Student News 

Our students continue to distinguish themselves through 
extra-curricular academic, cultural, sporting and volunteer 
pursuits.  These include, but are not limited to: 

Movember 2015 
Our students ran a very successful Movember campaign in 
November, raising awareness and funds for various Mens’ 
Health initiatives. 

Fundraising for Berkeley Accident Victims 
In support of the victims of the 2014 Berkeley tragedy, our 
students undertook a charity marathon cycle event raising 
over €80,000 as they collectively cycled over 23,000 km in 72 
hours. The UCD Medical Society's annual fundraising day 
(UCDMedDay15) raised over €27,000 for the six chosen 
charities. Friends of the late Eimear Walsh raised over 
€23,000 with a red carpet fashion show (UNITE for Berkeley) 
in memory of the former Medicine student. It is a source of 
great pride that our students continue to remember those 
caught up in the Berkeley accident and that they work so 
tirelessly to support the survivors. 

President’s Awards 
Three UCD Medicine students were awarded President's 
Awards for Student Excellence in recognition of their 
contributions to University life.  Prof Andrew Deeks 
presented awards to Sarah Egan for her role in UCD MedSoc 
and UCD Musical Society. Maria Goggins was also given an 
award for her role in the UCD Medical Society. Meanwhile 
Ciarán Kelly was presented an award for his leadership of the 
UCD St Vincent de Paul group. 

Academic Success 
A team of UCD Medicine Students won the 2015 Jack 
Flanagan Medal in Gerontology, the annual Intervarsity 
competition between Irish Medical Schools, named after 
distinguished alumnus who was considered the father of Irish 
gerontology.  The winning UCD Team included Sean Kelleher, 
Cathal O'Leary, Meabh Peacock and Nathaniel McHugh, 
supported by UCD Clinical Tutors Dr Aoife Leahy and Dr Brian 
Drumm.   

Dr Francesco Caiazza and Dr David Gibson from the Centre 
for Colorectal Disease at St Vincent's University Hospital won 
the best oral presentation prizes for preclinical and clinical 
categories at the recent Irish Society for Gastroenterology 
Winter Meeting. 

Researchers at St Vincent's University Hospital who took a 
number of the awards at the Irish Thoracic Society Annual 
Scientific Meeting.  Dr Sinead Walsh, a member of Professor 
Michael Keane’s Research Group at UCD Conway Institute 

won the award for Best Oral Presentation while Katherine 
Gaynor and N Murphy won the Best Poster Presentation. 

Ms Megan Hanlon (Stage 4 Biomedical, Health & Life 
Sciences) presented at the European Workshop for 
Rheumatology meeting. Megan's poster was entitled 
'Oncostatin M differentially regulates TNF-alpha induced pro-
inflammatory mechanisms in the RA joint'. 

SVUH Specialist Registrar, Dr Maura Cotter was awarded the 
George Greene Medal for the best scientific paper at the 
2016 annual general meeting of the Faculty of Pathology in 
RCPI. Ms Emily Killeen won the AMSI Medical Case 
Competition held in NUI Galway. The final year student 
outlined a presentation of Anterior Ischaemic Optic 
Neuropathy.  UCD Medicine Stage 5 students swept the 
board again in the Mary Ward Essay Prize in Traffic Medicine 
for 2016. 

Ms Eileen O’Brien, PhD Student with the UCD Perinatal 
Medicine Research Group under the supervision of Prof 
Fionnuala McAuliffe, won the oral prize for Maternal 
Medicine at the British Maternal & Fetal Medicine Society’s 
18th Annual Conference in Birmingham for a paper entitled 
‘Calcium, vitamin D and bone turnover in pregnancy’.  Ms 
O’Brien and Ms Kate Ainscough, Ms Aisling Geraghty each 
presented at the European Congress of Obesity 2016 and the 
2016 Early Nutrition Academy International conferences. 

Dr Niamh Daly (UCD Centre for Human Reproduction) won the 
Royal Academy of Medicine In Ireland Obstetrics & 
Gynaecology Gold Medal for the second year in a row for her 
presentation on point of care testing in the diagnosis of 
Gestational Diabetes Mellitus and Dr Maria Farren took the 
top prize at the Irish Perinatal Society Spring Meeting. 

Our investigators secured 16 of the 17 Newman Post-
Doctoral Fellowship 2016 awards awarded during the year.  
These prestigious awards support ongoing research in 
dermatology, neurology, child and adolescent mental health, 
stroke & vascular disease, oncology, arthritis, inflammatory 
bowel and colorectal diseases.  
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Sporting Success 
Middle distance athlete and UCD Medicine student, Mark 
English won the 2015 Great North City Run.  The National 
Record holder was among nine UCD students who competed 
in the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio. The Donegal runner 
finished in fifth position behind world champion David 
Rudisha in the semi-final stage of the men’s 800m 
competition.  

Three of our students, Dora Gorman, Ciara Grant and Siobhan 
Killeen were called up to the Ireland Women’s National team 
for the World Cup and European Championship campaigns. 

Jack McCaffrey and Michael Fitzsimons (both Medicine) 
claimed their second and third All Ireland Senior Football 
Championship medals respectively with Dublin and also 
captured Leinster Senior Football and National League titles.  
Jack McCaffrey was awarded a GAA GPA All Star and was 
named as Footballer of the Year.  Ryan Wylie (Radiography) 
of Monaghan was shortlisted for young player of the year and 
captured an Ulster Senior Football Championship medal.  
Jack, Ryan and Michael were among the UCD GAA team that 
secured the first Sigerson Cup success in twenty years.  

Dr Noelle Healy (UCD Medicine 2015) was among the Dublin 
team narrowly defeated by Cork in the All Ireland Senior 
Ladies Football Final.  Currently a medicine intern in 
anaesthesia within the Mater ICU, Noelle who was nominated 
for an All Star award, captured her fifth Leinster senior medal 
and was appointed as Dublin Captain for the 2016 league and 
championship campaigns.  

A team of Irish medics including several UCD students or 
alumni took part in their second World Medical Football 
Championships in Barcelona. 

Student-led Events 
Mr Muthu Thangaramanujam (Medical Informatics 
Demonstrator / PhD Candidate in Anatomy and Medical 
Informatics) and Mr Enda O’Dowd (Lecturer & Course 
Director, MSc in Medical Device Design, NCAD) host a 
workshop exploring boundaries between Art and Anatomy.  
During this interdisciplinary hackathon workshop, participant 
teams explored the design thinking process and prototyping 
in the development of a new prosthetic limb concept. 

Our students launched the third edition of the UCD Student 
Medical Journal with a stimulating panel discussion entitled 
"Burnout: Reaching a Work-Life Balance".  Their publication 
of research and reviews by students showcases the breadth 
of activity and student engagement across the School. 

Student Societies & Initiatives 
The third edition of the UCD Student Medial journal was 
launched with a healthcare discussion forum featuring faculty 
and patient advocates. 

Three of our students attended the Universitas 21 Health 
Sciences Summer School at the Pontifica Universidad Catolica 
de Chile in Santiago. 

Our students have established Paediatric, Surgery, and  Social 
Medicine Societies which have been active throughout the 
year.  The students have also helped create a national 
Emergency Medicine Student Society and an Association of 
Medicals Students in Ireland with students from other Irish 
Universities.  They have supported a range of national 
awareness campaigns including Mental Health, Breast and 
Prostate Cancer, and UN Sustainable Development Goals 
initiatives.
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Alumni News 

Our alumni continue to advance our School’s reputation at 
home and abroad.   

Distinguished UCD Medicine alumnus, Prof Conor Ward (UCD 
Medicine 1946) was conferred with a degree of Doctor of 
Science honoris causa at the 2016 UCD Medicine Conferring 
Ceremony.  The Emeritus UCD Professor of Paediatrics was 
conferred with the degree by UCD President, Professor 
Andrew J Deeks in recognition of his services to paediatric 
cardiology, medical education and clinical research. 

Two UCD Medicine alumni were among those honoured in 
the 2015 UCD Foundation Day Alumni Awards.  Prof Patrick 
Bradley (UCD Medicine 1973) and Dr Tony Holohan (UCD 
Medicine 1991) were nominated by graduates of medicine 
and public health degree programmes respectively.  

Capt Dr Patrick Kelly (UCD Medicine 2008) who is currently 
serving as a UN Peacekeeper in the Golan Heights has 
received an Alumni Honours Award for his outstanding 
contribution to public service and global peacekeeping. 
Captain Dr Kelly was presented with the award at the 
European Access Network 25th annual conference held at 
UCD.  Patrick is a key faculty member and lectures on several 
of our Immediate Care courses offered by the UCD Centre for 
Emergency Medical Science.  

Alumni Appointments 
Professor Fergal Malone (UCD Medicine 1991, MD 1998) has 
been appointed Master and Chief Executive Officer at the 
Rotunda Hospital, the oldest maternity hospital in the world.  
With his appointment, we are proud to report that each of 
the three Dublin maternity hospitals is now led by a UCD 
Medicine alumnus. 

UCD Alumnus, Professor John Hyland has been appointed as 
170th President of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland 
following the College’s biennial Council Elections. Prof Hyland 
is the fourth UCD Alumnus in succession to lead the national 
postgraduate training body. 

Prof John M Cunningham (UCD Medicine 1982) was 
appointed Chairman, Department of Paediatrics at the 
University of Chicago.  Prof Cunningham's research interests 
include the study and treatment of childhood cancers, as well 
as the biology and therapy of hemoglobinopathies—blood 
diseases such as sickle cell anemia and thalassemia.  He is 
known for his work on understanding the molecular 
mechanism underpinning red blood cell production.  Prof 
Cunningham has developed stem cell transplant techniques 
for the 70 percent of children who do not have a sibling 

match. These approaches have made transplant an option for 
any child requiring this therapy. 

UCD Alumnus Dr Conor Delaney (UCD Medicine 1989) has 
been appointed Chairman of Cleveland Clinic’s Digestive 
Disease Institute.  A colorectal surgeon and professor of 
surgery with more than 25 years of experience, Dr Delaney 
first joined Cleveland Clinic in 1999 as a fellow. He was serving 
as interim chair of the Department of Surgery at University 
Hospitals Case Medical Center and interim surgeon-in-chief 
of the University Hospitals Health System. 

UCD alumnus, Dr Marc Ó Gríofa (UCD Medicine 2006) was 
part in the NASA Extreme Environment Mission Operations 
21 (NEEMO 21 Mission) living with the other five researchers 
for eight days in simulated space-craft conditions under the 
Atlantic Oceans to test out new techniques, technologies and 
procedures in preparation for future missions either going to 
an asteroid or going to the surface of Mars. 

Alumni Reunion 2015 
The 2016 Alumni Reunion saw graduates from the Classes of 
1956, 1961, 1966, 1976, 1986, 1991, 1996 and 2006 returned 
to Belfield.  Over 200 alumni were joined by this year's 
graduating class (Class of 2015) as part of our graduate 
mentoring initiative.  The UCD Medical Graduates Association 
Distinguished Graduate Award was presented to Prof Michael 
Moriarty (UCD Class of 1966). 

UCD Honouring International Scientists 
Dr Stephen Katz MD PhD, Director of the National Institue of 
Arthritis and Muscloskeletal and Skin Disease and Chief of the 
Dermatology Branch of the National Cancer Institute was 
conferred with an honorary degree for his services to 
immunology and dermatology.
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Staff News  

Faculty & Staff Appointments 
During the academic year, we were delighted to welcome: 

 Prof Donal Brennan (Prof of Gynae-Oncology) 
 Prof Owen Smith (Prof of Paediatric & Adolescent Medicine) 
 Dr Elizabeth Barrett (Senior Lecturer in Child Psychiatry) 
 Dr Ciara Murphy (Lecturer in Anatomy) 
 Dr Mark Coyne (Lecturer in Clinical Pharmacology) 
 Dr Niall Conroy (Course Director, UCD CEMS) 
 Ms Rabia Hussain (UCD Clinical Research Centre) 
 Mr Christian Myles (Senior Technical Officer) 
 Ms Sue Meehan (Educational Technologist) 
 Ms Fiona Quinan (Coombe Healthcare Centre) 
 Ms Alice O’Donnell (School Office) 
 Ms Stephanie Byrne (Eccles Team) 
 Ms Carla Coll (Eccles Team) 
 Ms Richeal Carroll-Kennedy (UCD Medicine Research) 

UCD Clinical Pathway 2015 

The School has announced 47 new adjunct academic 
appointments and 27 progressions within the 2015 UCD 
Clinical Pathway.  In total, 3 colleagues have been appointed 
as UCD Clinical Professor with further 22 individuals 
appointed to UCD Associate Clinical Professor.  Several 
individuals have been re-appointed at the same academic 
rank or have had their original five year term of appointment 
extended.  The three appointments to the rank of UCD 
Clinical Professor include: 

o Professor Jonathan Dodd (Radiology, SVUH) 

o Professor Brian Kirby (Dermatology, SVUH) 

o Professor Colm O’Donnell (Neonatology, NMH) 

With these appointments, our adjunct clinical faculty now 
comprises: 

o UCD Clinical Professor (9) 

o UCD Associate Clinical Professor (60) 

o UCD Senior Clinical Lecturer (132) 

o UCD Clinical Lecturer (227) 

 

Research Faculty Appointments 

Including research-funded staff (post-doctoral fellows, 
research assistants, etc.) there were a total of 87 new staff 
appointments across the School and its various research units 
during the academic year.  

 

Staff Awards & Recognition 
The Royal Irish Academy (RIA) elected five new members 
from University College Dublin in recognition of their 
academic excellence. The group included Professor Walter 
Kolch, Director of Systems Biology Ireland and Professor 
Garret A. FitzGerald (UCD Medicine UCD Medicine 1974, UCD 
MD 1980 and UCD DSc 2004) who is Chair of Systems 
Pharmacology at University of Pennsylvania. 

A number of academic staff received prestigious international 
awards including Prof Des Higgins (Kimura Motoo Award for 
significant contribution to the advancement of evolutionary 
biology) and Prof Cormac Taylor (Takeda Distinguished 
Research Award from the American Physiological Society).  
Prof Taylor’s award recognised an outstanding investigator in 
gastrointestinal and liver physiology and is the first time that 
this medal has been presented to a researcher from outside 
the United States of America.   

The first person from an Irish institute to be so recognised, Dr 
Silke Ryan was invited to give the flagship Cournand Lecture 
at the European Respiratory Society’s 2015 International 
congress in Amsterdam in recognition of her research into 
therapeutic targets for heart disease associated with 
obstructive sleep apnoea. 

Dr Eoin Cummins was awarded the inaugural 2016 Annual 
Review Experimental Physiology Prize by the Physiological 
Society for his review article entitled 'Respiratory gases and 
the regulation of transcription'. 

In Memoriam  
It is with regret that we note during the academic year, the 
sudden passing of two leading surgeons.  Associate Professor 
Peter Barry, Head of the Department of Ophthalmology at St 
Vincent’s University Hospital and senior retinal surgeon at the 
Royal Victoria Eye and Ear Hospital, Dublin died after a short 
illness.   

Prof Aongus Curran, who died tragically following a boating 
accident, was a consultant ENT specialist at St Vincent’s 
University Hospital Dublin and UCD Professor of 
Otorhinolaryngology. He is remembered as a highly 
accomplished cancer surgeon, a dedicated and caring 
professional and an inspiring and committed teacher. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anamacha 
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School Communications 

 

The single biggest problem in communication is the illusion that it has taken place 

George Bernard Shaw 

The School supports a range of communications channels including: 

School Website 
The School’s website, profiling our programmes, research, 
news and events, attracts approximately 24,000 viewers and 
67,000 page views per month of which 60% are new visitors 
from Ireland (55%), UK (9%), USA (6%) and Canada (3%).  
Our social media activity seeks to drive traffic to the School 
website. 

Staff e-Newsletter 
We produce a periodic e-newsletter to keep staff and other 
stakeholders informed of School activity, news and events.  
This publication is well received and has been the source for 
much of the content in this document. The e-newsletter 
offers a short digest of key information with further details 
available on the School website.  

Student Communication 
The Health Sciences Programme Office has redeveloped a 
student-facing portal with Blackboard, the virtual learning 
environment to reduce the number of emails to students 
and support a more targeted and effective communications 
channel.  

Twitter 
We use twitter to support engagement with prospective and 
current students and staff as well as for clinical education, 
healthcare literate, patient & advocate groups, and general 
public audiences.  With over 5,000 twitter followers, this 
channels offers a large audience engagement with typically 
75,000 to 100,000 tweet impressions monthly.   

Facebook 
Our Facebook channel is intended for more informal 
engagement and notification with students and their parents 
and friends.  We use it to drive awareness and traffic to the 
School website as well as engage with other relevant 
stakeholder groups.  

LinkedIn 
We have created a UCD School of Medicine group within 
LinkedIn to support engagement with staff and, particularly, 
alumni.  
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Content Submission 
We welcome submission of content for any of the above communications channels by email to Comms.Medicine@ucd.ie.  


